XVIII.

SASSANIAN  COINS.
(Continued from p, 119.)

THE concluding section of my second notice in this
volume of the Numismatic Chronicle (p. 119) of the
Sassanian coins figured in Mr, Steuart's plates, intro-
duced an extraneous element in the contact of the
Imperial issues with the provincial mintages of a border-
land, which fortuitously had concentrated within its
limits so large an infiltration of Greek mythology as
accepted by the Bactriaus, and had preserved for modern
investigation, on the surface of its coins, so many curious
vestig-es of the contrasted types of Western worship in
association with the cognate or otherwise independently-
matured developments of Eastern religious ideals.

The crude and imperfectly-finished Indo-Scythic gold
and copper pieces, conventionally known as the Kanerki
series, present us with numerous forms of pure Greek,
Mithraic, Vedic, Brahmanical, and Buddhist symboliza-
tions of the recognised divinities of each creed, at a
given period, in a fixed locality. Here in these compara-
tively undisturbed Asiatic centres, on and around the main
highways of chance conquest and hazardous commerce,
the conflicting emanations of crude Shamanism and more
elaborately matured priestcraft, if they did not find a
dominant home, at least secured a safe abiding-place in
the full and free exercise of their sacred rites.